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“This course was my favorite course I have taken at Swarthmore thus far. The course taught me a lot 

about Russian literature, and sparked my interest to the point that I'm planning to take 

another class with Professor Vergara next semester as well. I learned a lot about analyzing 

Russian literature and the connections between Russian culture and historic moments to the 

writing. I also improved my writing and analysis skills through the thorough analysis we did 

and class discussions. I'm more confident about reading work and interpreting it now too.” 

“I've learned a lot about the writing process in this course, certainly more in this course than in the 

other writing course I've taken before. Professor Vergara really integrated the writing process 

into the course in a way that forced me to internalize how to approach drafts, but more 

importantly to utilize office hours, the writing center, and my father, who is a writer. I'm 

often very self-conscious of my own writing and don't love to share it with others, but this 

course has forced me to share my writing in order to improve my essay with others' input 

with each draft.” 

“Professor Vergara offered his class a ride to a Bryn Mawr event, a talk with Russian artist Vitaly 

Komar. I followed up on his offer and it was an amazing experience as the talk connected to 

class while influencing me to pursue Russian. Also, it was an opportunity to get to know 

Professor Vergara more and ask questions about Russian academia. When we read The Gift 

by Vladimir Nabokov, I learned about meta-narrative and how it plays with personal, 

historical, and literary concepts that confuse yet interest readers.”  

“The choice of books for the class was imaginative, challenging, and thought-provoking. Professor 

Vergara always brings an in-depth knowledge of the particular work and its author which he 

shares through detailed and informative hand-outs, and a teaching style that successfully 

alternates between his own presentation of the material, and invitations to dialogue among 

the students (in small groups) who return to share insights in the larger class setting where 

the dialogue continue, always animated, engaged, and interesting. His gentle humor finds 

just the right moment to highlight a literary point. Professor Vergara has a clear affinity with 
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the literature he teaches. The tone he exemplifies and inspires in each student is one of 

mutual respect and curiosity. His love of the literature is infectious, and his own 

understanding of the canon is nuanced as he unfailingly guides the students towards an 

appreciation of diverse works through close reading and examination of the diverse literary 

techniques and language. Professor Vergara leads by example, with care but undaunted, and 

the students are highly supported in their exploration of new, varied, and complex material. 

Professor Vergara, in addition to his skill and knowledge as a teacher, is a person of depth 

and sensitivity. He is devoted to his students, and is extremely generous with his time. He 

often will go out of his way to find and provide that additional resource to help a student in 

his or her study.” 

“The most valuable thing that I got out of this course was the ability to read my own work and revise 

it without dying inside. The mandatory revision process in the course and the feedback 

Professor Vergara gave helped me feel better about my writing.” 

“This course really helped me to appreciate literature and its own scene. Before taking this class I 

never thought about novels in the way I see them now. So I would say this course and Jose 

Vergara boosted my interest in the field. Class discussions really helped to understand and 

comprehend unclear moments and questions. Jose Vergara did an excellent job of providing 

every student with safe space to talk.”  

“I really enjoyed taking this course with Professor Vergara. At times, I felt that there was an excessive 

amount of reading, and perhaps Professor Vergara was a little ambitious with the amount of 

content he wanted to get through, but he pushed me to work hard, which in itself was 

rewarding, and in pushing me outside of my comfort zone and making me struggle a little 

more than I was used to, I feel that Professor Vergara helped me become a better student.”  

“Professor Vergara is personable; understands the difficulties of meeting assignment deadlines. Also, 

he will research on topics students discuss in papers, class, or office hours (related to the 

course). Additionally, he makes class enjoyable and makes witty remarks that give us a giggle; 

willing make conversation before class to ask about our well-being, plans, or Tri-Co events.” 

“Good class. would take again.” 

“I am glad that I took this course with this instructor. Online responses were useful for preparing for 

class discussions.” 
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“I think this class is one of my favorites I have ever taken at Swarthmore. Sometimes I find that I’m 

reluctant to go to class, but with this course I have been excited to go every single class. The 

class also goes by really fast. I also really enjoy how fast paced it is, although it can be kind of 

hard at the moment to keep up.” 

“I’ve found the class extremely rewarding and fulfilling. It’s a difficult course, but all of the work has 

a point.” 

“I find the class discussions particularly useful and engaging as I’m able to use my interpretations 

and share them with people in the class who have different ones. It’s also interesting when we 

ask questions and discuss the answers to them in class.” 

“I think that the class discussions when we are all participating together are the most useful because 

it helps open my view of the novels we are reading.” 

“One of the aspects I have found useful is the class discussions and how the students lead the 

conversation. Whether one of us has a comment, we can say it and it leads to a bigger 

concept through our interpretations or the professor’s help. Also, when the professor does 

comment, it builds upon a classmate’s idea either by referring a page or explaining the 

concept more. Personally, this makes me feel encouraged to talk more and state my interest 

in the novels.” 

“I have found the drafting process for writing assignments to be useful. It helps me see what I most 

need to focus on with my writing.”  

“I like the writing assignments! I like how many there are and I love how there are 

stages/revisions/drafts, which really helps me complete the assignments on time and make 

them my best work.”  

“I like the writing assignments for the most part and think they make sense based on the goals of the 

course. That being said, I really don’t like close readings as a type of writing assignment 

because I don’t generally read and think about things in such detailed terms. I actually really 

like the forced revisions for larger writing assignments because I probably wouldn’t revise at 

all and my writing wouldn’t improve.” 

“The writing assignments have been engaging in that I can choose either choose a given topic or my 

own and have support from my professor for either. The WA [Writing Center Associate] 

consultations have been very helpful and have given me good methods to improve my 
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writing.” 

“The feedback I have received has been amazing! In person, I can talk about my ideas for papers or 

ask for assistance during office hours and be assured there will be no judgment. 

Improvements have been made through this and I’m grateful for it. Through e-mail, 

explanations have been clear and accessible.” 

“The feedback is constructive. I appreciate being given other resources that answer many of my 

questions.” 

“When we were discussing The Master and Margarita and Professor Vergara introduced three 

interpretations and I began to understand the reading and the meaning behind it. I think 

because this book was particularly confusing and I had read it before, it felt like such a 

powerful ‘aha’ moment.” 

 


