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“Professor Vergara is truly an icon. I have never had so much work in a class (granted I have only 

been at Swarthmore one semester) but it was all very much fulfilling and the skills I have 

acquired will be applicable moving forward in my college career.”  

“The course was really well-structured and well-conceived. All the assignments had a number of 

themes in common, even though they were extremely diverse in tone, form, and medium. I 

feel like we got a lot of different perspectives on the post-Soviet period, and were exposed to 

many of the hallmarks of contemporary Russian literature. I definitely learned a great deal 

from taking this course, and really appreciated the expectations Professor Vergara had of 

everyone in the class, as well as his astute comments on our writing, and excellent 

understanding of the material.” 

“I absolutely loved this course. Professor Vergara is a wonderful teacher and is very knowledgeable 

on this topic. I was really impressed by how many authors he brought to swat and the 

discussions that we had with them. Professor Vergara picked a wide range of literature, and I 

feel I have a much better understanding of contemporary Russian art and culture after this 

class. I really appreciated the sincere and careful feedback I got on my written work and feel 

that my writing has improved greatly through this class. Overall, this class has been a 

wonderful experience, and I feel that I have built meaningful connections with my peers and 

the professor.” 

“We had multiple authors come into our class this semester which was an amazing experience 

because I had never had something like that happen in my high school literature classes. 

Being able to interact directly with the person who had written the pieces that we had read in 

class was invaluable to me. I also think the course work was just amazing in this class. He 

always kept class exciting and the readings were interesting.” 

“I like our discussions the most and find them the most useful. I always had large English classes in 

high school so I never got the chance to have a ton of class time devoted entirely to 

discussion of the literature.” 
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“The readings have been excellent, both fiction and non-fiction. There’s certainly always a lot to talk 

about.” 

“I find the discussions really engaging, and I appreciate the extent to which the students are able to 

lead the class. I always feel that I have noticed something new and different about the book 

after our discussions.” 

“I like the spacing of assignments. I think the reading responses really keep us engaged with the 

books as we are reading them, and the essays have been spaced in a reasonable amount of 

time.” 

“The course is structured and paced very effectively. The number of assignments is just right.” 

“I think the structure of this course has been great. I really appreciate the time to do corrections on 

drafts as well as the thoughtful comments I have received on all my writing.”  

“I like that we are given multiple drafts for all our assignments, but especially the more recent big 

assignments. Writing can always improve so it is nice to get feedback multiple times and 

from different sets of people.” 

“I have found the writing assignments to be very useful, and I feel my writing has improved through 

the editing process. I liked that we began by doing the shorter close readings before jumping 

into our longer written assignments.” 

“I felt a bit intimidated at first when coming into this course just because I didn’t have the same type 

of exposure to these types of classes. I was also worried about being in class with upper-

classmen to be honest, but that was just a personal thing. I have always felt encouraged to 

express my idea in class and dive deeper into what others are saying.” 

“Probably the best part of the course -- discussion is lively and many interesting ideas are exchanged. 

Professor Vergara is good at structuring the conversation.” 

“All the feedback I’ve received on written assignments has been very thoughtful and helped me to 

improve my writing.” 

“I really enjoyed the discussion of the animal imagery used near the end of The Time: Night, in 

particular.” 

“It’s not exactly an ‘aha’ moment but I thought our interview with Gandlevsky was a really amazing 

experience that I learned a lot from. I appreciate how much effort Professor Vergara has put 
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into inviting authors to this class. Hearing an author’s interpretation of his or her work after 

reading is fascinating and a very rare opportunity.” 

“I think in Buddha’s Little Finger I really took an interest in diving into all of the symbols, and 

unpacking the meaning behind many different things. The class after we finished the book 

was a very important one for me, because we debated the merits of the conclusion, etc. and I 

was able to see the different perspectives of my classmates.”  


