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Sample Student Evaluations for José Vergara 
Literature in Translation 203: 19th-Century Russian Literature 
 
“The way I organize my ideas and allow my papers to flow has greatly improved.” 

“I have learned more about how to analyze a text more than just provide plot summary and clearly 

portray ideas.” 

“[Feedback] was very helpful and very constructive. Jose put in a great amount of time and then 

some.” 

“The feedback was wonderful. [It] told me just what I needed to do, without giving me an answer.” 

“Jose was fantastic, hard worker, really enjoyed my experience.” 

“Jose was great! Even when we’re all feeling tired or lazy, he still inspired us to work hard and 

contribute to discussion.” 

“One of my favorite and most enjoyable discussions sections ever!” 

“I’ve become more comfortable writing about Lit. Especially organizationally and developing ideas.” 

“I have become more confident in my writing abilities. This class has forced me to write in a better, 

more advanced way.” 

“I was a horrible writer and I actually have gotten better. I can analyze things more rather than just 

summarize.” 

“Jose did an amazing job at encouraging creativity and is always available to express his point of view 

on a paper. He won’t give an answer to a question which he possesses and instead hints at 

how the student might respond or point us in the right direction forcing us to work harder 

and better, [improving] our own ability at deciphering a question, the reading, etc. It is very 

helpful in the long run and I am very appreciative of this.” 

“I thought Jose was very encouraging and created a great environment for trying out new ideas.” 

“Jose was extraordinary in encouraging creativity and participation.” 

“[Jose] challenged us to consider many different points of view and ways to approach a topic.” 

“[Jose] never kept us from expressing our opinions. We were always able to talk freely in discussion.” 

“Jose encouraged us throughout the course to say our ideas about a text or paper to the class. There 

were different opinion in the class, which led to obstacles, but there are good obstacles, 

which make you think more.” 

“Jose always provided very constructive feedback and would even respond with an email if he felt it 
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wasn’t clear during a conference. Extremely helpful!” 

“Jose was always prompt and very detailed with his constructive criticism.” 

“The feedback was very helpful because it was specific.” 

“The feedback I got was always excellent. It was thorough and always included suggestions on where 

to go next.” 

“Very constructive. Jose was also available and willing to meet in person.” 

“Wonderful job, Jose! Kept it very lively, never dry. Brought in relevant news and topics related well 

to subjects being discussed in lecture. Awesome teacher, very friendly. Keep teaching! 

Learned a lot from this man.” 

“Best discussion I’ve had at UW. Very organized, helpful and engaging.” 

“Though I am not a Russian major, I would love to take another class like this with [Jose].” 

“Jose did a great job creating a living, interesting, and engaging discussion. I looked forward to it 

each week.” 

“I enjoyed a Lit Class when I don’t really enjoy reading.” 

“Jose was always willing to help and I would count on him for prompt emails, which I appreciated 

very much.” 

“I enjoy the weekly writing assignments. They force me to stay up to date with the readings!” 

“I think this class is really good in that all of the assignments or activities pertain to the class and in 

the end benefit me.” 

“The openness for generating your own thesis in papers provided for a much more interesting 

writing process.” 


